W 


^UNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SUNDERLAND 


ii  »i  ii.mi 


iNSTITUTE  OF  SOCIAL 
MEDICINE 


1  O.  FARK^  ^OAO, 

o>a*'oi^e> 


FORTY-FIRST 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE 

For  the  Year  ended  DECEMBER,  1949 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SUNDERLAND 


FORTY-FIRST 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE 

For  the  Year  ended  DECEMBER,  1949 


SUNDERLAND : 

Printed  rv  Northumijria  Printing  Works  Limited 


1950 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30147062 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


t 


Cli airman  : 

Councillor  J.  W.  FOSTEK. 


Vice-Chairman  : 
Alderman  E.  JOHNSTON,  J.P. 


S(,lHOOL  HEALTfl  AND  WELFARE 


SFB-COMI^HTTEE 


Chairman  : 

Alderman  Mrs.  J.  HUGGINS,  J.P. 


Vice-Chairman  : 
Alderman  J.  COHEN,  J.P. 


DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION: 
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STAFF. 


School  Medical  Officer  : 
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Senior  Dental  Officer  : 
W.  J.  PROUD,  L.D.S. 
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COUNTY'  BOROlKiH  OF  .SUNDERLAND. 


FORTY-FIRST 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  work  of  the  School  Health 
Service  for  the  year  1949  is  submitted  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Medical  Branch  of  the  Ministry  of 
Education. 

Nutrition. 

Of  the  total  number  of  children  inspected  during  the 
year,  namely  9,450,  8,887  children  were  classified  as  good 
or  fair.  This  is  equal  to  94  per  cent.  The  following  Table 
shows  the  complete  classification,  as  compared  with  the 
year  1948. 


No.  of 
pupils 

A. 

(Good) 

B. 

(Fair) 

C. 

(Poor) 

in¬ 

spected 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Year  1948  . . . 

9826 

3879 

39.48 

5454 

55.506 

403 

5.02 

Year  1949  . . . 

9450 

2723 

28.81 

6164 

65.23 

563 

5.96 

Cleansing  Station. 

In  January  the  Clinic  was  transferred  temporarily  to 
Highlield,  and  work  commenced  on  the  new  Central  Cleansing 
Station  on  the  site  of  the  old  premises  in  Hendon  Road. 

Scabies  in  children  and  adults,  as  well  as  infections  of 
the  scalp,  were  treated,  and  the  following  Table  shows  the 
number  of  cases  and  attendances  paid  during  the  year. 
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SCHOOL  CHILDBEN; 
Scabies 

Eczema  Capitis 
Pediciiliis  Capitis  ... 

ADULTS 

Scabies 

Eczema  Capitis 
Pediculiis  Capitis  ... 


7o  cases  paid  940  visits. 
47  cases  paid  535  visits. 
82  cases  paid  049  visits. 

17  cases  paid  03  visits. 

3  cases  paid  23  visits. 
11  cases  paid  03  visits. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

301  children  of  school  age  received  complete  protective 
doses,  compared  with  297  of  the  previous  year.  117  (diildreii 
attended  for  one  dose  only,  compared  with  119  in  the  previous 
year,  and  501  children  failed  to  attend  the  Clinic. 

After  five  years  of  protection  it  is  considered  necessary 
to  give  an  additional  inoculation  in  order  to  prolong  the 
protection.  During  the  year  1,102  of  these  injections  were 
administered. 


Mass  Radiography. 

During  the  period  8th  August  to  3rd  October,  a  mass 
radiography  survey  of  school  children  was  carried  out  by  the 
Mass  Kadiography  Unit,  and  the  following  are  statistics 
relating  to  same. 

Total  number  of  Miniature  films  ...  ...  2,213 

Number  recalled  for  a  larger  film  ...  ...  50 


ABNORMALITIES  REVEALED;— 

Abnormalities  of  ribs,  etc. 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 
Pleural  thickening 
Cardiovascular  lesions 
Miscellaneous 

'^Suspected  pulmonary  tuberculosis — 
newly  discovered 
'"Active  primary 

'‘'These  were  referred  for  treatment. 


1 

1 

1 

() 

o 
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NURSERY  SCHOOLS. 

Croft  Nursery  School  has  continued  to  do  good  work. 
During  the  year  48  children  were  admitted  and  47  children 
discharged. 

George  Street  Nursery  has  continued  to  take  children 
between  the  ages  of  two  and  five  years.  During  the  year 
51  children  have  been  admitted  and  53  children  discharged. 
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St«  CoSumba^s  C.E.  Nursery  haft  continued  to  take 
children  between  the  ages  of  two  and  years,  and  during 
the  vear  34  children  have  been  admitted  and  34  children 

t/ 

discharged. 

Havelock  Nursery  has  continued  to  take  children  between 
the  ages  of  three  and  five  years,  and  during  the  year  75 
children  have  been  admitted  and  20  children  discharged. 


SPECIAL  SCHOOLS. 

Fordhall  School,  ddiere  are  at  present  255  educationally 
sub-normal  children  in  attendance,  Avith  60  on  the  waiting 
list. 

Barbara  PrSestman  School.  Provision  for  the  education 
of  partially  Blind,  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  Semi-Deaf  children 
is  made  at  this  Special  Day  School. 

Blind  Children.  Children  .suffering  from  this  disability 
are  educated  in  the  Ben  well  Dene  Residential  School,  at 
NeAvcastle. 


Thomheld  Open  Air  Day  School.  Dr. 

follows : — 

Hay  reports  as 

112  ])upils  were  in  attendance  at  the  end  of  the  school 

year  suffering  from  disabilities  as  folloAvs 

: — 

(ffiest  Disease  ... 

39 

Healed  Tuberculosis  ... 

24 

Hervous  Diseases 

11 

Heart  Disease  ... 

13 

Oeneral  Debility 

21 

Other  diseases  (Epilepsy,  etc.) 

4 

33  piipils  improved  in  health  sufficiently  to  enable  them 
to  return  to  ordinary  schools,  and  ten  left  on  attaining 
the  age  of  16. 


All  children  receive  school  meals  and  milk;  and  in 
addition  Numol,  Aurol,  Parrish’s  Food,  etc.  are  given  to 
debilitated  children. 

Courses  of  Ultra-Auolet  treatment  Avere  given  to  82 
children  during  the  year. 

Several  cri])pled  children  were  referred  to  the  Orthopa?dic 
Department  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  and  fitted  Avith  spinal 
jackets  and  limb  su])ports. 

All  case's  (ff  healed  1  ulu'rculosis  are  kept  under  sur¬ 
veillance  l)y  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Three  cases  of  asthma  Avere  given  courses  of  desensitiz¬ 
ation  injections  with  beneficial  results. 
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The  school  nurse  is  in  constant  attendance,  and  carries 
out  daily  treatment  as  well  as  routine  weighing  and 
measuring  and  weekly  bathing  of  the  children. 

As  all  pupils  suffer  from  disabilities  of  one  kind  or 
another  they  require  rather  more  attention  than  usual  from 
the  staff,  and  every  credit  is  due  to  the  headmaster  and 
teachers  for  the  kindly  interest  taken  in  each  individual 
child/' 

DENTAL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  Proud  reports  as  follows: — 

Owing  to  an  inadequate  staff,  it  was  not  possible  to 
provide  for  the  whole  of  the  school  population  a  complete 
comprehensive  scheme  of  dental  inspection  and  treatment, 
and  until  additional  dental  officers  are  available  extension 
of  the  existing  scheme  cannot  be  made. 

The  number  of  children  inspected  during  the  year  was 
20,368,  of  whom,  11,321,  were  referred  to  the  clinics  for 
treatment.  This  does  not  necessarily  imply  that  the 
remainder  of  the  children  examined  were  completely  free 
from  dental  defects,  but  that  at  the  time  of  the  inspection, 
their  teeth,  although  possibly  defective,  did  not  call  for 
immediate  attention. 

Almost  without  exception  extractions  are  done  under  gas 
(Nitrous  Oxide)  and  its  popularity  both  with  children  and 
parents  alike  is  on  the  increase.  Comparatively  few 
patients  fail  to  keep  a  gas  appointment. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  regrettable  that  there  are  still 
manv  parents  who  refuse  to  have  their  children's  teeth 
filled. 

4  Of  the  children  referred  for  treatment,  8,615  actually 
presented  themselves  and  made  11,276  attendances. 

Twenty  one  new  orthodontic  cases  were  undertaken,  28, 
including  9  commenced  in  the  previous  year  were  completed. 

Fourteen  partial  dentures  were  fitted.’’ 

RHEUMATISM. 

Dr.  Suffield  r'eports  : — 

As  in  previous  years  emphasis  has  been  laid  upon 
prevention,  and  where  possible  efforts  have  been  made  to 
improve  the  home  conditions  and  clothing  of  the  children. 

The  general  health  of  the  children  has  been  attended  to, 
and  when  necessary  a  consultant’s  opinion  obtained. 

Established  heart  disease  has  been  kept  under  observation, 
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Two  children  were  referred  to  their  family  doctors  for 
domiciliary  treatment. 

There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  numbers  treated, 
probably  because  greater  use  has  been  made  of  the  family 
doctor. 

The  relevant  figures  are: — 

d'reated  87  Discharged  18.’^ 

SPEECH  THERAPY. 

During  the  year  the  work  of  the  Speech  Clinic  has  been 
carried  on  as  formerly;  at  Mowbray  A'illas — 6  sessions,  at 
Southwick  Clinic — 2  sessions,  and  one  half  session  at  Thorn- 
held  Open  Air  School.  One  session  was  devoted  to  school 
visiting  and  one  half  session  to  clerical  Avork  and  to  attending 
conferences  at  the  Child  Guidance  Clinic. 

150  cases  received  treatment  at  the  clinic^  this  number 
comprising  78  cases  of  stammering,  11  of  cleft  palate  and 
GG  of  defective  articulation.  At  the  end  of  the  year  75  cases 
had  been  discharged.  45  of  these  cases  had  achieved  normal 
s])eech.  Of  the  remaining  80  cases,  25  had  improved  speech. 
These  cases  Avere  discharged  on  the  children  leaving  school. 

The  cases  referred  this  year  total  95.  Of  these,  37  have 
been  interviewed  Avith  a  parent  or  guardian  at  the  clinic  AA^hile 
58  have  been  interviewed  at  school  only.  These  cases  have 
been  placed  on  the  supervision  list  Avhich  at  the  end  of  1948 
already  totalled  138.  Thus  the  cases  under  supervision  this 
year  amounted  to  238.  Advice  as  to  simple  treatment  has 
l)een  given  to  the  parents  and  teachers  of  those  children  and 
they  are  seen  by  the  therapist  during  routine  school  visits. 

As  before,  the  Speech  Therapist  has  co-operated  Avith^the 
Ghild  Guidance  Clinic,  referring  cases  for  intelligence  testing 
and  psychiatric  treatment,  and  intervieAving  and  reporting  on 
cases  of  speech  defect  referred  to  her  by  the  Child  Guidance 
Clinic. 

All  cases  having  treatment  at  the  clinic  are  examined 
by  the  School  Medical  Officers. 

Cases  requiring  dental  treatment  are  referred  to  the 
Dental  Clinic. 

Wliere  necessary  cases  have  been  examined  by  the 
Otolaryngologist  and  his  report  and  recommendation  as  to 
treatment  obtained. 

Tlie  cleft  palate  cases  have  been  referred  to  the  Plastic 
Surgeon  and  G  are  on  the  Avaiting  list  for  admission  1o 
hos])ital  to  undergo  an  o])eration  for  re])air  of  the  palate. 
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In  the  opinion  of  the  Speech  Therapist  the  facilities  for 
the  investigation  of  the  hearing  of  children  with  defective 
speech  are  inadequate. 

The  case  load  of  the  Speech  Clinic  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  1949 — -383 — does  not  approach  the  total  nnmher  of 
Speech  Defects  among  school  children  in  the  town.  Minor 
defects  have  not  been  referred  nor  have  children  in  the  first 
year  at  school,  except  in  cases  where  the  parent  has  expressed 
anxiety  ahont  the  child^s  speech. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Speech  Clinic  to  treat  the  children 
individually  or  in  small  groups.  Up  to  the  present  the 
duration  of  the  treatment  is  twenty  minutes  for  cases  being 
treated  individually  and  forty-five  minutes  for  cases  treated 
in  groups.  All  cases  attend  once  per  week.  In  the  present 
circumstances  this  is  the  best  that  can  be  achieved  but 
certainly  more  frequent  treatment  is  desirable. 

Clean  Si  ness. 

34,G97  children  were  examined  during  the  year  for 
cleanliness,  and  of  these  only  8.33  per  cent,  were  found 
unclean.  This  shows  a  decrease  as  compared  with  the  year 
1948,  when  9.47  per  cent,  of  34,691  children  were  similarly 
declared  unclean. 

Orthopaedics. 

Mr.  D.  G.  W.  Brown  has  continued  during  the  year  to 
see  Orthopaedic  cases  submitted  to  him  at  the  Royal  Infirmary. 
73  children  were  referred  for  advice  and  treatment. 

Staff. 

A  complete  list  of  the  stall  is  set  out  on  pages  4  and  3. 

Nurse  A.  Chalk  resigned  in  May,  and  Nurse  D.  Wilson 
was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Miss  W.  M.  Bowman  and 
Miss  M.  Bond,  Dental  Attendants,  resigned  during  the  year, 
and  Miss  S.  M.  Hume  and  Miss  M.  Anderson  were  appointed 
to  fill  the  vacancies. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  pay  tribute  to  my  Senior  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  J.  R.  Watson,  and  the  Assistant 
School  Medical  and  Dental  Officers,  who,  together  with  the 
Nursing  and  Clerical  Staff,  have  helped  me  in  the  work  of 
School  Medicine  throughout  the  year. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee,  together  with  the  Director  of  Education,  I  tender  my 
sincerest  thanks. 

I  am.  Yours  faithfully, 

A.  S.  HEBBLETHWAITE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 

June,  1950,  School  Medical  Officer, 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Organisers 
of  Physical  Education 

Year  ending  31st  December,  1949 


Mr.  (r.  N.  dessop  and  Miss  P.  M.  Peters  report: — 

PlimsoBSs, 

(),483  pairs  of  plimsolls  were  delivered  to  the  Schools 
during  November.  Idiis  improved  supply,  coupled  with  the 
fact  that  more  children  are  now  bringing  their  own  shoes, 
is  shoMung  itself  in  an  improved  standard  of  work. 

Storage  of  PBimsoBIs. 

Wire-mesh  cages  for  the  safe  and  hygienic  storage  of 
some  of  their  plimsolls  have  been  su])plied  to  42  Schools  (33 
Primary  Departments  and  9  Secondary  Departments).  Each 
of  these  Schools  has  received  two  cages  (i.e.  storage 
accommodation  for  80  pairs  of  shoes). 

Phe  Schools  to  which  storage  cages  were  allocated  were 
those  who  Avere  using  the  most  unsatisfactory  methods  of 
storage  or  aaOio  had  no  storage  of  any  kind.  It  is  hoped  that 
it  ydll  he  possible  to  increase  the  supply  of  storage  cages 
next  year. 

C iris’  Clothing. 

In  November  a  meeting  of  the  Head  Teachers  of  all 
Schools  where  there  are  girls  aged  eleven  years  and  upAvards 
was  held  in  order  to  discuss  the  suitability  of  different  types 
of  clothing. 

It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  a  one-piece  garment  Avas 
ideal  for  physical  training  lessons  hnt  the  present  difficulty 
of  obtaining  material  and  the  high  costs  were  handica])])ing 
progress. 

With  yery  few  Exceptions  Schools  noAv  have  a  uniform 
set  of  clothing  for  match  play. 

Apparatus. 

There  has  been  a  further  increase  in  the  supply  of  small  , 
apparatus  and  portable  gymnastic  ajiparatus  to  Schools. 

Agility  Apparatus. 

'Idle  four  sets  of  Essex  Agility  Apparatus  haye  uoav  been 
used  by  nineteen  Primary  Schools.  This  Summer  for  the 
first  time,  one  set  Avas  used,  out  of  doors,  by  an  infant 
department. 
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Arrangements  are  now  being  made  to  purehase  some 
larger  and  higher  a])paratns,  whieh  will  he  more  suitable  for 
ehildren  aged  7 — 11  years  so  that  ultimately  the  Essex 
Agility  apparatus  will  he  used  solely  by  children  of  7  years 
of  age  and  under. 

Girls’  Games. 

NETBiVLL.  Four  netball  tournaments  were  organised 
for  different  age  groups. 

Sixty-three  first  and  second  teams  entered  for  these 
tournaments  which  have  done  much  to  stimulate  the  interest 
of  both  the  teachers  and  the  girls. 

It  has  been  encouraging  to  note  how  greatly  the  standard 
of  play  among  the  younger  girls  has  improved  and  great 
credit  is  due  to  the  teachers  for  the  time  and  energy  which 
they  are  devoting  out  of  school  hours  to  practices  and  matches. 

In  April  an  Inter  Towns^  Netball  Tournament  was 
held.  This  tournament  was  won  by  one  of  the  Sunderland 
teams — Glrange  Park  Secondary  Modern  Girls’  School. 

HOCKEY. — More  Schools  are  now  playing  hockey  and 
the  standard  of  play  is  slowly  improving.  The  poor  and 
unsuitable  footwear  of  many  of  the  girls  is  a  great  handicap 
in  many  Schools.  , 

Boys’  Games. 

CRICKET.  A  special  two-day  Course  in  Cricket 
(V)aching  for  Schools  was  held  in  St.  George’s  House  on  10th 
and  11th  March.  It  was  conducted  by  Mr.  H.  S.  Crabtree, 
Essex  County  Cricketer,  and  an  authority  on  Schools’ 
Cricket.  The  Course  was  attended  by  representatives  from 
almost  all  Sunderland  Schools.  Seldom  has  a  Course  been 
more  enthusiastically  received  and  there  is  already  much 
evidence  that  the  coaching  has  been  beneficial. 

The  number  of  Schools  taking  part  in  the  Sunderland 
Schools’  Cricket  Competition  for  the  Swan  Cup  has  been  a 
record.  The  winners  of  the  trophy  were  the  Bede  Boys  with 
Diamond  Hall  Boys  as  runners-up. 

The  Sunderland  Boys’  Team  distinguished  itself  in  the 
Durham  County  Schools’  Cricket  Competition  by  becoming 
joint  holders  of  the  County  Cup. 

Five  of  the  Sunderland  Boys’  Team  were  selected  to  play 
for  Durham  County  Boys  during  the  Season. 

ASSOCIATION  FOOTBALL.  A  record  number  of  teams 
(81)  took  part  in  the  Sunderland  Schools’  Football  Leagues. 

lb  Departments  accepted  the  offer  of  the  Durham  County 
F.A.  to  send  a  football  coach  to  conduct  special  sessions  in 
football  training  and  these  were  much  appreciated. 
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RUGin^  FOOTBALL.  There  has  been  a  remarkable 
revival  of  Schools’  Rugby,  and  the  enthusiasm  displayed 
culminated  in  the  appearance  of  the  Sunderland  Boys  in  the 
linal  of  the  Durham  County  Schools’  Cup,  in  which  they 
were  defeated. 

School  Sports. 

In  July  fitty-s(iven  Schools  organised  sports  days  and 
on  only  one  day  did  rain  interfere  with  the  successful 
carrying  out  of  the  programme. 

Swimming. 

Developments  in  Schools’  Swimming  include  the  in¬ 
auguration  of  a  Life-Saving  Competition  and  the  institution 
of  additional  challenge  matches  Avith  the  Gateshead  Schools, 

The  number  of  boys  having  instruction  in  SAvimming  at 
the  Baths  is  approximately  1,700  per  week. 

The  Sunderland  Schools’  SAvimming  Association  has 
again  organised  a  special  Life-Saving  Class  outside  school 
hours,  and  several  schools  have  Life-Saving  Classes  as  part 
of  the  normal  visits  to  the  SAvimming  Baths  in  school  hours. 

The  Youth  SAvimming  (Ammittee  has  again  conducted  a 
Swimming  Club  with  a  large  membership  each  Thursday 
evening  at  the  High  Street  Baths. 

Further  Traimng  of  Teachers. 

(a)  WOMEN. 

1.  A  training  course  held  weekly  after  Easter  for 
teachers  of  girls  aged  11  years  and  upwards  Avas  attended  by 
109  head  and  assistant  teachers. 

This  course  completes  the  series  of  three  courses  started 
in  191:7  to  cater  for  teachers  of  children,  up  to  7  years  of 
age,  from  7  to  11  years  of  age,  and  from  11  years  of  age 
and  upwards.  A  total  of  460  head  and  assistant  teachers 
have  attended  the  three  courses. 

2.  Netball.  In  June  a  One-Day  Course  Avas  held.  This 
Avas  attended  by  forty-one  Avomen  teachers. 

3.  Hockey.  A  course  consisting  of  three  one-hour 
sessions  on  the  teaching  of  hockey  in  schools,  Avas  held  during 
September.  This  was  attended  by  thirty-five  teachers. 

4.  Hockey.  In  November  these  same  teachers  had  a 
full  day’s  coaching  from  Miss  E.  Taylor,  the  only  official 
coach  of  the  All  England  AYonien’s  Hockey  Association. 

(b)  MEN. 

Courses  for  Men  Teachers  and  Youth  Leaders. 

J’be  number  of  Physical  Training  Courses  held  during 
this  period  has  surpassed  all  records,  and  the  number  of 
students  attending  has  been  exceptionally  large. 
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They  were  a,s  follows: — • 

1.  A  Short  Course  in  Recreational  Physical  Training 
for  Men  Teachers  and  Youth  Leaders  was  held  in  St.  George’s 
House  on  Wednesday  evenings  from  15th  June  to  20th  July. 

2.  A  Second  Course  of  a  similar  type  wuis  held  in  the 
Gymnasium  of  the  Bede  Grammar  School  for  Boys  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  evenings  from  5th  October  to  21st  December.  A 
special  feature  of  the  Course  wms  a  fortnightly  film  demon¬ 
stration  of  various  aspects  of  modern  educational  physical 
training. 

5.  A  Si)ecial  Course  in  Athletics  (Track  and  Field 
Events)  for  Men  Teachers  and  Youth  Leaders  was  held  in 
the  Bede  Grammar  School  for  Boys  on  Tuesday  evenings 
from  25th  October  to  2()th  December.  Added  interest  was 
given  to  this  Course  by  the  fact  that  special  lectures  and 
demonstrations  were  given  by  visiting  specialists  in  sprinting, 
discus  and  javelin  throwing. 

4.  A  Course  in  Swimming  for  Youth  Leaders^  Teachers 
and  Senior  Members  of  Youth  Clubs.  The  chief  aim  of  this 
Course  was  to  train  members  to  teach  swimming,  but  oppor¬ 
tunity  Avas  given  for  each  member  to  improve  his  own 
performance  by  practice  with  coaching. 

Schools^  Music  Festival. 

On  2nd  June  twenty-three  classes  took  part  in  the 
Rhythmic  Movement  and  Dancing  Sections  of  the  Festival. 

The  standard  of  work  was  very  varied  but  was,  on  the 
whole,  higher  than  that  readied 'Irr'ltMS  and,  in  particular 
some  very  good  footwork  was  showui. 

An  evening  demonstration  by  eleven  of  the  groups  was 
given.  This  was  attended  by  approximately  220  Head  and 
Assistant  Teachers. 

Mount  Tabor  Church  Hall. 

The  senior  departments  from  Chester  Road  School, 
where  there  is  no  indoor  accommodation  for  physical 
education,  are  iioav  using  this  Church  Hall  three  days  per 
Aveek. 

'Girls’  Department — 2  days. 

Boys’  Department — 1  day. 

Thornfield  Open  Air  School. 

With  the  full  approval  of  the  school  doctor  physical 
education,  especially  dancing,  is  now  being  taken  with  those 
children  Avho,  in  the  opinion  of  the  doctor,  will  benefit  from 
a  modified  form  of  physical  education. 
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Youth  Organisations. 

The  special  eft'ort  which  has  been  made  to  increase  the 
number  of  P.T.  Classes  has  been  successful.  The  number 
of  such  classes  has  been  practically  doubled. 

A  new  venture  was  a  Course  of  training  for  lads  between 
the  ages  of  15  and  18  years,  who  are  members  of  the  Associ¬ 
ation  Football  Teams,  affiliated  to  the  Youth  Committee. 

This  class  had  the  advantage  of  a  monthly  visit  from 
the  Durham  County  Football  Coach  and  also  had  a  special 
evening^  coaching  from  Mr.  Willie  Watsoig  the  Sunderland 
Ca])tain  and  International. 

Adult  Classes. 

YOUTHS  AND  MEN. 

A  special  Open  Class  for  Youths  and  Men  was  introduced 
in  September  of  this  year. 

WOMEN  AND  MIXED. 

The  following  numbers  of  classes  opened  for  a  twenty- 
weeks  course  in  September  and  October. 

Open  Classes — 3. 

Classes  organised  for  voluntary  organisations: 

W  omen — 6 . 

Mixed — 7. 

(Signed)  P.  M.  Peters. 

G.  N.  Jessop. 


Provision  of  Milk  and  Meals 


M  iss  J.  D.  M.  Cormack,  Supervisor  of  School  Meals, 
reports : — 


“  Idle  iiumher  of  meals 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

J  uly 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


provided  daily  was  as  follows : — 


9,109 

8,841 

9,G85 

10,215 

9,969 

9,801 

9,820 

767  (free  meals) 
10,074 
10,138 
10,870 
10,526 
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A  dining  centre  was  opened  in  February  at  St.  Mary’s 
K.C.  School.  Previous  to  the  opening  of  this  centre  St. 
Mary’s  children  were  fed  at  Green  Terrace. 

The  first  Ministry  of  Works  kitchen  dining  room  was 
opened  at  Valley  Road  school  on  the  14th  March  this  year. 
Ford  hall  Specia  l  School  kitchen  dining  room  was  opened 
on  the  4th  April  and  Plains  Farm  kitchen  dining  room 
was  opened  on  the  25th  April. 

During  the  Summer  vacation  each  of  the  central  kitchens 
in  turn  prepared  and  cooked  free  meals  for  7(17  children 
daily. 

A  dining  hall  at  Hendon  School  was  opened  in  October 
for  the  infants,,  and  over  200  senior  children  are  accommo¬ 
dated  at  Valley  Road  School. 

On  the  28th  November  the  new  two  storey  kitchen  dining 
room  was  opened  at  Barnes  School. 

There  are  now  5  central  kitchens^  (1  self-contained 
canteens^  and  3  nursery  schools. 

During  the  Christmas  holidays  (193  children  received  free 
meals  daily.” 

Mr.  T.  Nicholls,  Superintendent  Welfare  Officer, 
reports : — 

During  the  year  1949,  the  permitted  quantity  of  milk 
sup])lied  to  children  attending  school  remained  at  one- 
third  of  a  pint  per  child,  with  the  exception  of  those 
attending  Thornfield  Open  Air  Day  School  and  the  Nursery 
Schools  who  receive  two-thirds  of  a  pint  daily.  The 
Ministry  has  been  unable  to  increase  the  quantity  to  two- 
thirds  of  a  pinf  for  all  children,  as  w'as  hoped. 

During  the  year  the  average  daily  attendanc'e  in  all 
schools  was  2(1,859,  and  an  average  of.  26,148  bottles  of 
milk  were  consumed  each  day.  The  percentage  of  school 
children  taking  milk  was  97.3  compared  with  97.2  in  1948.” 


Summary  of  Work 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1949 


INSPECTION  WORK  IN  SCHOOLS. 


Medioal  Officers. 

1948 

1949 

Number  of  pupils  examined  at  Primary 

and  Secondary  Schools 

9,443 

8,976 

Number  of  pupils  examined  at  Special 

Schools 

383 

474 

Number  of  Special  ”  cases  examined 

1,719 

1,817 
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School  Dental  Officers. 

1948 

1949 

Number  of  pupils  inspected 

33,865 

33,313 

School  Nurses. 

Number  of  examinations  for  cleanliness 

34,691 

34,697 

Percentage  of  children  found  unclean... 

9.47% 

8.33% 

Nuni])er  of  homes  visited  for  following 
up 

3,794 

1,356 

Number  of  visits  to  schools  re  infectious 
disease 

313 

307 

WORK  AT  CLINICS. 
Treatment. 

Skin  Department. 

Number  of  cases  treated  ■. ..  ...  3,037 


Central  Clinic 

•  •  • 

458 

433 

Hylton  Hd 

Branch 

Clinic 

788 

539 

Villette  Ed. 

Branch 

Clinic 

908 

674 

Southwick 

Branch 

Clinic 

873 

577 

Ophthalmio!  Department. 

Number  of  children  with  defective  vision 

examined  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  1,374 

Number  re-examined  by  School  Nurse  G37 

Number  of  such  children  examined  at 

the  Clinics  ...  ...  ...  ...  317 


C.entral  Clinic 

39 

38 

Hylton  Ed.  Branch 

Clinic 

64 

55 

Villette  Ed.  Branch 

Clinic 

106 

78 

Southwuck  Branch 

Clinic 

118 

113 

Number  of  Eye  Diseases  treated 

Central  Clinic 

•  .  . 

50 

4  b 

Hylton  Ed.  Branch 

Clinic 

113 

(i3 

Villette  Ed.  Branch 

Clinic 

81 

58 

Southwick  Branch 

Clinic 

76 

57 

Aural  Department. 

Number  of  cases  treated  by  the  Aural 

Surgeon  ...  ...  ...  ...  796 

Number  of  attendances  ...  ...  1,773 

Number  of  operations  performed  ...  595 

(Figure  377  is  to  end  of  July — from 
then  taken  over  b^r  Hospital 
Management  Committee). 


3,303 


1,338 

480 

373 


333 


1,030 

1,705 

377 
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Number  of  minor  ear  defects  seen  at  the 
Clinics 

Central  Clinic 


48 


1,253 


1949 

8G9 


Hylton  lid.  Branch  Clinic 
X'iilctte  lid.  Branch  Clinic 
Southwick  Branch  Clinic 

Special  G0nciitioiis. 

Nnmher  of  cases  treated 
Central  Clinic 
Hylton  lid.  Branch  Clinic 
Ahllette  lid.  Branch  Clinic 
Soiithwick  Branch  Clinic 


2G9  181 

283  222 

315  188 

38G  278 


.  1,97G  1,699 

354  337 

G6G  G()5 
504  359 

452  398 


Dental  Treatment. 


Number  of  cases  treated 

.  .  . 

8,256 

8,615 

Number  of  attendances 

11,084 

11,276 

Cleansing  Clinics. 

Number  of  children  attending  for 
ment  of  Scabies  etc. 

treat- 

237 

202 

Number  of  attendances 

2,103 

2,124 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Clinic. 

Number  of  cases  treated 

•  •  • 

477 

4()0 

Number  of  attendances 

6,316 

5,089 

Immynisation  against  Oiplitheria. 

Number  of  cases  immunised,  one 

dose 

119 

117 

Number  of  cases  immunised,  two 

doses 

297 

391 

Number  of  recurrent  inoculations 
five  years 

after 

1,459 

1,102 

Number  of  attendances 

2,172 

2,001 

TOTAL  Numljer  of  attendances  at  the 
above-named  Clinics 

70,674 

55,756 
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Ministry  of  Education 
Medical  Inspection  Returns 

Year  ended  31st  December,  1949 


TAIELE  I. 

MEDICAI.  INSPECTION  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING 
MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS). 


A. — Periodic  Medical  Inspections. 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  ])rescrihe(l  Groups: — 
Entrants  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.881 

Second  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...  '3,41% 

Third  Age  Group  ...  ...  ...  3,083 


Total 

Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections 


8,970 

47d 


Grand  Total 

B. — Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 
Number  of  Re-inspections  ... 

Total  . 


9,450 


1,817 


1,817 


TABLE  I. 


C. — Pupils  found  to  require  treatment. 


For 

For  any  of 

Total 

defective 

the  other 

individual 

Group 

vision 

conditions 

pupils 

(excluding 

recorded  in 

squint) 

Table  Ila 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

# 

Entrants 

2 

449 

451 

Second  Age  Group 

143 

251 

386 

Third  Age  Group  ... 

307 

196 

499 

Total  (prescribed  groups)  ... 

452 

896 

1,336 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

34 

18 

49 

Grand  Total  ... 

486 

914 

1,385 
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TABLE  II. 


A.— RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL 
JNSPECTION  IN  THE  YEAR  ENDED 
:Hst  DECEMBER,  1949. 


Periodic 

Inspections 

Special 

Inspections 

Defect 

Code 

No. 

No.  of 

Defects 

No.  of 

Defects 

Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Reciuiring 

treatment 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be 

kept  under 
observation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

(3) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be 

kept  under 
observation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

(5) 

4 

Skin 

89 

26 

13 

3 

5 

Eyes — ( a)  Vision 

457 

122 

145 

64 

(b)  Squint 

73 

37 

12 

8 

( c)  Other  . . . 

44 

6 

5 

3 

6 

Ears—  { a)  Hearing 

18 

■22 

9 

4 

(h)  Otitis  Media 

35 

8 

7 

3 

(c)  Other 

36 

8 

8 

2 

7 

Nose  or  Throat 

371 

214 

117 

86 

8 

Speech 

18 

14 

15 

5 

9 

Cervical  Glands  ... 

1 

9 

2 

3 

10 

Heart  and 
Circulation 

30 

212 

20 

101 

11 

Lungs 

69 

113 

32 

62 

12 

Developmental — 
(a)  Hernia 

12 

18 

1 

6 

(h)  Other 

10 

13 

1 

8 

13 

Orthopaedic — 

(a)  Posture 

7 

15 

1 

( h)  Flat  Foot  . . . 

26 

32 

10 

12 

(cj  Other 

18 

35 

11 

24 

14 

Nervous  System — 
(a)  Epilepsy  ... 

3 

2 

5 

8 

(b)  Other 

4 

19 

6 

7 

15 

Psychological — 

(a)  Development 

13 

3 

4 

3 

(b)  Stability 

20 

10 

6 

— 

16 

Other 

190 

40 

60 

24 

21 


tabi;e  II. 


?>.— CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONDITION 
OF  FFPILS  INSPECTED  DFRING  THE  YEAR 
IN  THE  AGE  GROHPS. 


Age  Groups 

No.  of 
Pupils 
in¬ 
spected 

A. 

(Good) 

B. 

(Fair) 

C. 

Poor 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

Entrants 

2881 

949 

32.94 

1804 

62.62 

128 

4.44 

Second  Age 

Group 

2412 

610 

25.29 

1645 

68.20 

157 

6.51 

Third  Age 

Group 

3683 

1118 

30.36 

2329 

63.24 

236 

6.408 

Other  Periodic 

Inspections 

474 

46 

9.705 

386 

81.43 

42 

8.86 

Total 

9450 

2723 

28.81 

6164 

65.23 

563 

5.96 

TABLE  HI. 


INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN. 


(d 

Total  uumlter  of  oxaminntious  in 

the  schools 

l)y  tho  school  nurses  ... 

... 

84,097 

(ii) 

'Total  iitnnPor  of  individual  ])n])ils 

found  to  ])e 

infested 

...  ... 

2,891 

(iii) 

Ninnber  of  individual  pupils  in  res]')ect  of 
whom  cleansing  notices  wer('  isstied  (Section 

7)4  (2),  Education  Act,  1944) 

... 

1,201 

(iv) 

Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of 
whom  cleansing  orders  were  issued  (Section 

7)4  (8),  Education  Act,  1944) 

•  •  »  ♦  •  r 

12 
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TABLE  IV. 

TEEATMENT  TABLES. 


LROFP  1.— MINOR  AILMENTS  (excluding  Uncleanliness, 

for  which  see  Table  III.). 


(a^ 

No.  of 
defects 

treated  or 
under  treat¬ 
ment  during 

Skin — 

the  year 

Ringworm  (Scalp) 

(i)  X-Ray  treatment  ... 

— 

(ii)  Other  treatment  ... 

47 

Ringworm  (Body) 

37 

Scabies 

73 

Impetigo  ... 

140 

Other  skin  diseases 

461 

Eyp:  Disease  - 

(External  and  other,  but  excluding  errors  of 

refraction,  squint  and  cases  admitted  to 
Hospital) 

223 

Ear  Defects — 

(Treatment  for  serious  diseases  of  the  ear  (e.g.. 

operative  treatment  in  Hospital)  should  not 
be  recorded  here,  but  in  body  of  the  School 
Medical  Officer’s  Report) 

969 

Miscellaneous- 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains, 

&c.) 

1498 

Total  . 

3448 

(I))  Total  number  of  attendances  at  Authority's 

minor  ailments  clinics  ...  ...  ...  38,214 


GROFR  ir.— FEFECTrVE  VISION  AND  SQFINT 

(excluding  Eye  Disease  treated  as  Minor  Ailments, 

Group  I.). 

Number  of  defects 
dealt  with 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  ...  ... 

Other  defects  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (excluding  those 

recorded  in  Group  I.)  ...  ...  ...  — 


Total  .  1,228 


Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles  were — 

(a)  Prescribed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,030 

(b)  Obtained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ■ — 
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GROUJ^  III.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF 
NOSE  AND  THROAT. 


Total  number 
treated 

Received  operative  treatment — 

(a)  for  adenoids  and  chronic  tonsiHitis  (this 

figure  is  to  July,  1949)  ...  ...  ...  277 

(b)  for  other  nose  and  throat  conditions  ...  ...  — 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  ...  ...  ...  6 


Total 


283 


GROUP  TV.— ORTHOP/EDIC  AND  POSTURAL 

DEFECTS. 

(a)  Number  treated  as  in  patients  in  hospitals  or 

hospital  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(]))  Number  treated  otherwise  e.g.  in  clinics  or 

out-patients  departments  ...  ...  ...  73 

GROUP  Y.— CHILD  GUIDANCE  TREATMENT 
AND  SPEECH  THERAPY. 

Number  of  pupils  treated- — 

(a)  under  Child  Guidance  arrangements  ...  473 

(b)  under  Speech  Therapy  arrangements  ...  164 

TABLE  V. 

DENTAl.  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 

(1)  Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  tlie  Authority’s  Dental 


Officers : — 

(a)  Periodic  age  groups  ...  ...  ...  20,368 

(b)  Specials  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,944 

(c)  TOTAL  (periodic  and  Specials)  ...  ...  22,312 

(2)  Num])er  found  to  require  treatment  ...  ...  11,321 

( 3 )  N um  l)er  a ct u a lly  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  8^615 
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Total  number 


(4) 

Attendances  made 

by  pupils  for  treatment 

treated 

...  11,270 

(5) 

Half-days  devoted 

to — 

(a)  Inspection 

... 

80 

(b)  Treatment 

-  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  * 

1,004 

Total  (; 

a)  and  (b) 

1,750 

(«) 

Fillings — 
Permanent  Teeth 

3,113 

Temporary  Teeth 

... 

— 

Total 

...  ...  ...  ... 

3,113 

(^') 

Extractions — 

Permanent  Teeth 

1,760 

Temporary  Teeth 

...  ...  ...  ... 

...  10,770 

Total 

...  ...  ...  ... 

...  12,530 

(8) 

Administration  of 

general  amesthetics  for 

extractions 

...  ...  ...  ••• 

0,217 

(9) 

Other  Operations— 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth 

275 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth 

436 

Total  (a)  and  (b) 

701 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  SUYDERLAND. 


Appendix  to  the  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER,  1949. 


PSYCHOLOCiOAL  SERVICE. 

The,  Psyc'hoiogical  Service  has  two  distinct  departments: — 

1.  The  Child  Giiidance  Gentre?  which  deals  wTth  children 

who  are  showing  problems  of  personality,  behaviour 
or  learning. 

2.  The  Educational  Psychologist’s  work  in  the  schools. 
The  Staff, 

PaBdiatrician:  Dr.  Jessie  AVatson,  M.B..  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 

Psychiatrist:  Dr.  W.  Hinds,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.M.,  Child 
Psychiatrist  to  Darlington  Education  Committee;  Specialist 
in  Psychiatry  to  the  War  Office,  Ministry  of  Pensions. 

Educational  Psychologist:  Mr.  I.  S.  Flett,  M.A.,  B.Ed. 

Psychiatric  Social  Worker:  Miss  I.  R.  Stirling,  M.A. 

Clerical  Staff:  Miss  L.  M.  Hammond,  Mrs.  M.  Pratt, 
Miss  A.  Chambers. 

Child  Guidance  Centre. 

The  Centre  removed  from  the  upper  flat  in  the  Barbara 
Priestman  School  in  July  1949  to  the  lower  flat  of  Grange 
House,  Stockton  Road.  This  is  only  a  temporary  arrange¬ 
ment.  Before  this  report  is  in  print  the  permanent  premises 
in  Mowbray  Road  should  he  completed. 

During  the  3mar  the  Centre  has  been  fulh^  staffed  for 
the  first  time  since  1945.  Mr.  Flett  joined  the  staff  as 
Educational  Psychologist  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
Miss  Chambers  augmented  the  Office  staff  in  September. 

It  appears  not  to  he  generally  known  that  besides  the 
Borough,  the  Centre  serves  a  wide  area — Northumberland 
County,  South  Shields  West  Hartlepool,  Durham  Countv. 
During  the  year  the  South  East  area  of  Durham  wTth 
Stockton  passed  into  the  area  served  by  the  revived  Clinic 
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at  Daiiiiigton  where  I)r.  Pliiuls  is  psychiatrist.  It  is  hoped 
that  with  the  establishment  ot  more  Clinics  the  area  will  be 
further  limited,  which  will  allow  of  more  intensive  treat¬ 
ment,  shorter  waiting  lists  aiul  more  extensive  work  in  the 
education  of  the  public  generally  in  the  principles  of  Mental 
Health. 

Dr.  Hinds  has  continued  his  work  in  seeing  all  the  new 
cases  and  the  treatment  of  the  more  severely  emotionally 
disturbed  children.  Play  Groups  have  been  formed  for  the 
observation  and  socialisation  of  other  children,  one  such 
Group  consisting  of  pre-school  children.  While  the  children 
are  in  these  Groups,  the  mothers  form  a  class  for  talks  oji 
the  emotional  development  of  children  and  the  discussion  of 
the  problems  of  greatest  interest  to  them.  This  has  proved 
a  very  valuable  experiment.  These  classes  for  mothers  are 
separate  from  the  Mothers’  Clinic  vdrich  deals  with,  mothers 
without  the  attendance  of  children  in  cases  where  the  mother’s 
emotional  problem  seems  the  important  factor  in  the  case. 

Remedial  Coaching  has  been  resumed  as  part  of  the 
Clinic’s  method  of  treatment.  This  is  directed  to  children, 
who,  while  of  good,  general  ability,  are  retarded  in  a  basi(' 
subject,  oAving  to  emotional  causes.  The  purpose  of  Remedial 
Coaching  is  to  help  remove  any  emotional  1)arrier  AAdiich  may 
be  preventing  the  child  from  realising  his  full  potentialities. 
The  purpose  is  not  to  teach  reading,  because  that  is  the 
province  of  the  class  teacher,  Avho  is  regarded  as  a  partner 
in  child  guidance  treatment,  hut  to  alter  the  attitude  of  the 
child,  so  that  the  gateway  he  open  for  the  teacher.  It  has 
been  found  that  close  liason  with  the  parents  is  a  necessary 
part  of  this  treatment,  thus  illustrating  again  the  value  of 
the  clinic  team. 

After-care  Visiting  has  been  restarted  after  a  lapse  of 
four  years.  A  good  follow-up  scheme  is  invaluable  in  any 
form  of  treatment,  but  after-care  visiting  also  makes 
possible  an  interesting  study  in  the  changing  social  conditions 
of  the  town.  Many  homes  still  face  the  difficulty  of  a  father 
Avho  cannot  adjust  to  civil  life  and  longs  for  the  regulated 
but  less  responsible  life  of  the  Services.  The  home  where 
the  father  does  not  come  back  presents  another  problem. 
Living  with  relations  is  never  easy  and  too  many  of  the 
people  are  still  on  that  very  long  list  for  new  houses. 

Lectures  have  been  given  as  usual  to  students  in 
Training  Colleges  and  the  University  and  to  many  Parent- 
Teacher  Associations  all  over  the  North.  Mr.  Flett  is  under¬ 
taking  a  series  of  lectures  for  the  Home  Offibe  trainees. 
Many  talks  have  been  given  to  the  general  public. 
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The  EdsLicatJosial  PsyGhoJogist’s  Work  in  the  Schools. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  load  of  work  on  the  Ohild  Giiidanee 
(Vntre  it  has  not  been  ])ossible  to  do  as  niucdi  Avork  in  the 
schools  as  is  needed.  There  is  a  large  amount  of  potential 
Avork,  and  it  is  important  because  firsts  it  helps  the  child, 
and  second,  it  helps  the  teacher.  A¥e  are  attempting  to 
educate  the  child  according  to  age,  aptitude  and  ability,  and 
Avhile  the  school  has  an  accurate  knowdedge  of  the  first  of 
these  factors,  very  often  a  much  less  accurate  estimate  of 
aptitude  and  ability  is  available.  The  experienced  teacher 
can  grade  children  with  a  considerable  degree  of  accuracy, 
])ut  there  are  cases  where  a  child  is  retarded,  hut  the  causes 
of  the  retardation  are  not  clear,  and  it  is  here  that  the 

educational  psychologist  can  help.  By  means  of  assessing 
devices  Avhich  have  a  scientific  basis,  the  causes  of  failure 
in  school  can  l)e  diagnosed,  and  during  the  year  a  fair  amount 
of  this  type  of  AAmrk  has  been  done.  Moreover,  this  Avork  has 
to  a  certain  degree  eliminated  excess  wmrk  at  the  Child 
Guidance  Centre,  because  while  many  of  the  children 

examined  because  of  backwardness  are  found  to  be  of  Ioav 

intelligence,  some  are  not  dull,  hut  maladjusted  children, 
Avhose  backwardness  at  school  is  merely  a  symptom  of 

emotional  disturbance.  These  children  have  been  called  to 
the  Centre  for  further  investigation  by  the  Clinic  Team,  and 
treatment  has  been  recommended  and  carried  out  at  the 
Centre. 


AVe  are  continually  reminded  that  the  child  is  a  body, 
a  mind,  and  a  spirit,  and  that  the  causes  of  hackAvardness 
are  multiple.  In  other  cases,  advice  has  been  given  to  the 
teachers  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  child  i.e.  AAdiether  education 
as  offered  in  the  ordinary  school  is  suitable,  or  Avhether  some 
kind  of  special  education  is  required. 

Tliis  leads  to  the  question  of  educationally  sub-normal 
children.  It  has  been  some.AAdiat  alarming  and  disappointing 
to  find  hoAv  many  children  of  sub-normal  intelligence,  have 
reached  the  secondary  stage  of  education  without  having  been 
classed  as  sub-normal.  These  children  set  a  serious  problem 
to  teachers  who  are  faced  Avith  large  classes,  for  they  reciuire 
as  much  individual  attention  as  possible,  and  so  constitute 
a  drag  on  a  class.  Furthermore,  because  they  derive  no 
satisfaction  in  school,  because  their  successes  are  so  limited, 
many  seek  the  alternative  path  of  delinquincy.  The  most 
beneficial  time  at  Avhich  to  detect  these  children  is  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Junior  school  period.  There  it  is  possible 
that  they  Avill  have  the  type  of  special  education  Avhich 
Avill  allow  them  to  develo])  their  limited  endoAAmients 
to  the  fullest  extent  possible.  To  review-  all  children 
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individually  at  seven  years  would  entail  a  heavy  burden  but 
group  methods  could  be  used,  although  they  are  less  reliable 
than  the  individual  methods. 

Another  pressing  problem  in  schools  is  the  poor  reading 
attainment  of  some  children  of  average  and  over  average 
intelligence.  Certain  teachers  are  faced  with  first  year 
junior  school  classes,  the  majority  of  whose  members  are 
non-readers.  In  one  class  of  30  children  there  were  21 
children  of  average  and  over-average  intelligence  who  were 
retarded  in  reading,  while  the  arithmetic  attainment  of  the 
class  was  very  good.  Some  of  these  children  were  non-readers, 
others  made  errors  because  the  shape  of  the  letters  confused 
them,  others  because  they  were  unsure  of  the  sounds  to  give 
to  certain  letters.  A  great  help  to  teachers  is  the  assessing 
of  reading  on  a  standardized  scale^  which  gives  a  reading 
age.  This  can  then  be  compared  with  birthday  and  mental 
ages,  and  so  the  reason  for  the  backwardness  can  be  found, 
ff  children  were  assessed  yearly  in  such  a  way,  a  more 
accurate  picture  of  reading  attainment  would  be  available. 

These  are  some  of  the  impressions  of  the  yearns  work : 

1.  More  should  be  done  to  detect  sub-normal  children  at 
an  early  stage  of  the  school  career,  e.g.  the  mental 
assessment  of  all  the  seven  year  old  age  group. 

2.  More  special  classes  or  a  remedial  educational  centre 
are  required  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  retarded 
child. 

3.  A  yearly  assessment  of  reading  attainment  by  a 
standardized  scale  would  be  helpful  to  teachers. 


It  will  be  seen  that  some  branches  of  the  work  which 
have  been  dormant  from  1945  have  been  re-opened,  namely, 
after-care  visiting,  remedial  coaching  and  the  educationalist's 
work  in  the  schools.  Next  year,  established  in  the  new 
permanent  home,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Centre  will  be  able, 
by  the  limitation  of  its  area  of  activities,  to  develop 
intensively  rather  than  extensively. 

N  umbers. 

Carried  forward  from  1948  ...  ...  78 

Referred  during  1949  ...  ...  ...  344 

Re-referred  from  previous  years  ...  34 
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Oases  seen 

.  .  . 

357 

Failed  to  complete  examination  ... 

3 

Transferred  to  other  clinics 

.  .  . 

5 

Otherwise  disposed 

34 

Carried  forward  to  1950  ... 

57 

DiagnostiCc 

450 

Total 

llovs 

Girls 

Advice  (Educational)  ...  . 

14 

8  ... 

22 

Advice  (Medical  and  Social)... 

32 

13  ... 

45 

Physical 

2 

0  ... 

2 

Speech  therapy 

3 

1  ... 

4 

Mental  defect  ... 

33 

18  ... 

51 

Psychotic 

0 

2  ... 

2 

Removal 

1 

1  ... 

2 

Transferred  to  other  clinics  ... 

1 

1  ... 

2 

80 

44  ... 

130 

Treatment. 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Carried  forward  from  1948  ... 

99 

51  ... 

150 

Selected  for  treatment  1949  ... 

121 

72  ... 

193 

220 

...  123  ... 

343 

Cl osed  improved 

74 

48  ... 

122 

Failed  to  attend 

14 

11  ... 

25 

Fnco-operative 

5 

2  ... 

7 

Placement 

23 

8  ... 

31 

Removal  from  district 

1 

2  ... 

3 

Transferred  to  other  clinics  ... 

0 

1  ... 

-  1 

Physical 

3 

2  ... 

5 

Speech  therapy 

1 

0  ... 

1 

Carried  forward  to  1950 

99 

49  ... 

148 

220 

...  :  123  ... 

343 

Tested  in  SchooSs, 

Bovs 

Girls 

Total 

T.Q.  100  . 

15 

9 

•  •  •  /w  ... 

17 

T.Q.  SO-— 100  . 

25 

4  ... 

29 

T.Q.  70—85  . 

18 

11  ... 

29 

J.Q,  71  . 

10 

3  ... 

13 

l.().  70—50  . 

9 

9  ... 

18 

77 

...  29  ... 

100 

30 
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